
 

RWITC Pune: History, Races, and What 
Makes It Unique 

 

Horse racing in India has a long and fascinating history, with Pune being one of the country's 
most established racing destinations. The RWITC Pune racecourse is particularly notable for its 
heritage, seasonal racing programme, and connection with the wider development of organized 
horse racing in western India. The Pune Race Course was built at its present Cantonment 
location in 1830, while records from the Royal Western India Turf Club trace the first recorded 
horse race in Pune to 1819. 

For anyone trying to understand Indian horse racing, learning about RWITC Pune provides 
useful context about how racecourses operate, how racing seasons are structured, and why 
certain venues have remained important for generations. 

How Did Racing Begin in Pune? 
Horse racing in Pune dates back to the early 19th century. According to the Royal Western India 
Turf Club's historical timeline, the first horse race in Pune took place in 1819. The present Pune 
Race Course was subsequently built in 1830 in the Cantonment area near Empress Garden. 
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This history makes Pune one of India's oldest established racing locations. Over time, organized 
racing developed around dedicated race meetings, professional participants, race 
administration, and purpose-built facilities. 

The development of racing in Pune was also closely connected with the evolution of the turf club 
system in western India. The Bombay Turf Club was formed around the beginning of the 19th 
century and was renamed the Western India Turf Club in 1864. The organization eventually 
became the Royal Western India Turf Club, which today oversees racing at both Pune and 
Mumbai. 

What Is RWITC Pune? 
The RWITC Pune racecourse is the Pune racing venue operated by the Royal Western India 
Turf Club Limited. The racecourse covers approximately 118.5 acres and includes additional 
stabling facilities at Empress Gardens, about one kilometre away. 

Unlike a permanent year-round racing schedule, Pune operates as a seasonal venue. The 
official RWITC information identifies the Pune racing season as running from July through 
October. Mumbai, by comparison, hosts racing primarily from November through April. 

This seasonal arrangement allows the same racing organization to maintain two major racing 
centres while providing a continuous annual programme across western India. 

What Races Are Held at RWITC Pune? 
The Pune racing calendar includes several important races that attract thoroughbred horses, 
jockeys, trainers, owners, and racing followers. 

Among the notable events listed by RWITC are: 

●​ Pune Derby 
●​ RWITC Gold Cup 
●​ Independence Cup 
●​ Southern Command Cup 

These races form part of the venue's seasonal identity and provide opportunities for horses to 
compete over different conditions and distances. 

The exact race programme changes from season to season, so anyone following the sport 
should consult the current race card and official schedule before making plans to attend or 
follow a particular meeting. 

How Does a Horse Racing Meeting Work? 



Understanding a typical racing meeting can make following the sport considerably easier. A race 
day usually consists of multiple individual races, with each event having its own conditions, 
entries, declarations, and results. 

Before a race, important information can include: 

●​ Participating horses 
●​ Jockey names 
●​ Trainers 
●​ Assigned weights 
●​ Race distance 
●​ Horse ratings 
●​ Previous performance 
●​ Starting positions 

These details help followers understand the competitive field without relying solely on reputation 
or popularity. 

After the races, official results provide information about finishing positions and other relevant 
race-day details. The RWITC website maintains sections for race cards, declarations, 
handicaps, results, rating changes, and raceday reports, making these resources useful for 
people who want to follow racing systematically. 

Why Is Pune Important to Indian Horse Racing? 
The importance of RWITC Pune comes from a combination of history, location, facilities, and its 
role in the national racing calendar. 

First, the venue has almost two centuries of recorded racing history when the 1819 race is 
considered. Second, its present course has operated from its current location since 1830. Third, 
the Pune season complements the racing programme at Mumbai, creating an important western 
Indian racing circuit. 

The venue also contributes to the preparation and development of thoroughbred horses. Racing 
is not simply about the few minutes during which a horse competes. Behind each race is a wider 
system involving breeding, training, veterinary care, stable management, jockey preparation, 
and race administration. 

Pune and Mumbai Racing: How Are They Connected? 
Pune and Mumbai have a particularly close relationship because both racing venues operate 
under the Royal Western India Turf Club. RWITC states that it hosts racing at the Mahalaxmi 
Race Course in Mumbai from November to April and at Pune from July to October. Together, the 
two venues account for around 70 race days in a year. 



This arrangement creates a natural seasonal transition between the two centres. When Pune's 
racing period concludes, the Mumbai season becomes the primary focus. For followers of Indian 
racing, this makes it possible to track horses, jockeys, trainers, and performances across 
different parts of the annual calendar. 

What Should New Racing Followers Know? 
People new to horse racing often find race cards confusing at first. A useful approach is to 
understand a few basic terms before trying to interpret an entire meeting. 

A horse's previous results can indicate its recent form, while its rating provides an indication of 
its assessed racing ability under the relevant handicapping system. The assigned weight, race 
distance, surface conditions, jockey, and class of competition can also influence performance. 

It is important to remember that past performance does not guarantee a future result. Horse 
racing involves many variables, including fitness, pace, track conditions, positioning, and 
race-day circumstances. 

For those comparing major Indian racing centres, the Mumbai horse race calendar is 
particularly relevant because Mumbai and Pune form part of the same western Indian racing 
system. However, each venue has its own seasonal programme and racing characteristics. 

How to Follow RWITC Pune Race Information 
Following official information is one of the simplest ways to understand the Pune racing season. 
The RWITC website provides pre-race information such as handicaps, acceptances, 
declarations, and race cards. Post-race information includes results, rating changes, raceday 
reports, photographs, and videos. 

This information can be especially useful when researching a horse's recent form or trying to 
understand how a particular race unfolded. 

Race schedules can change, so checking the latest available information is preferable to relying 
on an old calendar or unofficial listing. 

Conclusion 
The RWITC Pune racecourse represents an important part of India's long-standing horse racing 
tradition. From the first recorded Pune race in 1819 to the construction of the present course in 
1830, the city has maintained a strong connection with organized racing for more than two 
centuries. Its seasonal programme, historic setting, established racing infrastructure, and 
connection with Mumbai make it an important venue for understanding horse racing in western 
India. For anyone researching the sport, following race cards and official results can provide a 



clearer picture of how races are organized and how horses develop throughout a season. The 
wider Mumbai horse race calendar also helps demonstrate how India's major racing venues 
work together across the year. Ultimately, learning about RWITC Pune offers a useful starting 
point for understanding both the heritage and modern structure of Indian thoroughbred racing. 
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